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Rabbi	  Joseph	  Bogen	  
(1842	  –	  1918)	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
By	  1907,	  our	  congregation	  had	  chosen	  to	  embrace	  Reform	  Judaism	  and	  
joined	  the	  Union	  of	  American	  Hebrew	  Congregations.	  	  The	  following	  year	  
Rabbi	  Joseph	  Bogen	  was	  hired.	  He	  was	  a	  64-‐year	  old	  German	  immigrant	  
who	  had	  earlier	  served	  Reform	  congregations	  in	  Keokuk,	  Iowa;	  Greenville,	  
Mississippi;	  and	  Texarkana,	  Texas.	  	  	  
	  
Rabbi	  Bogen	  was	  beloved	  by	  our	  congregation	  and	  was	  elected	  rabbi	  for	  
life.	  Bogen	  served	  B’nai	  Israel	  until	  his	  death	  in	  1918.	  	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

Zecher	  Tzadik	  Livracha	  
May	  the	  memory	  of	  the	  righteous	  be	  a	  blessing.	  
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